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Wildfire Preparation Saves Property and Lives
Wildland fires are naturally occurring events here in the Southwest. Typically,
mid-April through September marks the wildfire brush season. However, we
are in the midst of a 22-year drought, which is the longest our region has
experienced in 110 years. The conditions of ever-increasing average temperatures caused by global warming and the extended lack of rain make it
even more important to protect property and life in the event of a wildfire.
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One of the best methods to defend against a wildfire is to create a “defensible space” around your property. Defensible space is a 30-foot area around
a home or building where fuels and vegetation are cleared or reduced to
slow the spread of wildfire towards the structure. It also reduces the chance
of a structure fire moving from the building to the surrounding desert.
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We are fortunate to be able to live in a beautiful part of the Sonoran Desert.
We also have natural washes throughout the Town. It is all part of what makes
our Town special and unique.
Unfortunately, in the summer months, these beautiful natural desert areas
and invasive plants can dry out and become fuel for wildfire. There are things
you can do to be proactive in protecting your home when wildfires occur.

Defensible space provides room for firefighters to do their jobs. Your house
is more likely to withstand a wildfire if grasses, brush, trees, and other standard desert fuels are reduced to limit a fire’s intensity. In this “defensible
space,” you should clear away all dead, not dormant, plants.

CREATE A DEFENSIBLE SPACE

• Rake and remove dead brush and dry leaves to a minimum of 3 to
5 feet from your home’s foundation. Over time, continue up to a 30-foot
distance around your home. Dispose of collected debris in appropriate
trash receptacles.
• Sweep porches and decks, clearing them of leaves and debris. Rake
under decks, porches, sheds, and play structures.
• On mature trees, use hand pruners and loppers to remove low-hanging
tree branches up to a height of 6 feet from the ground. Collect downed
tree limbs and broken branches and take them to a disposal site.
• Join forces with neighbors and pool your resources to pay for a chipper
service to help clear debris.
• Remove items stored under decks and porches and relocate them to a
storage area. Gasoline cans and portable propane tanks should never be
stored indoors or near the home.
In an emergency, call 9-1-1.

Mayor’s Youth Council
Bring Awareness to
Mental Health Issues
Locally, the COVID-19 pandemic has devastated many families and cost
our economy both dollars and jobs. It has also exasperated one of our
nation’s silent killers, mental health and suicides.
Throughout the pandemic, the rate of mental illness has increased exponentially. In particular, Major Depressive Disorder and General Anxiety
Disorder have found themselves coming to the forefront of daily life for
millions of people nationally and globally. This disease has even affected
the Town of Fountain Hills, and without treatment, these disorders can
lead to complete individual collapse and even suicide.
In May, the Mayor’s Youth Council, in partnership with the Arizona Attorney
General’s Office, presented an online webinar focused on Mental Health
and Suicide Awareness. The presentation addressed the teen suicide epidemic at both state and national levels.
To watch this presentation and learning more about the Mayor’s Youth
Council and the mental health campaign, go to www.fh.az.gov/748/
Mental-Health-Campaign.
About the MYC
The Mayor’s Youth Council provides Fountain Hills’ youth with opportunities to present their perspectives on youth issues by serving as a liaison to
the Mayor, Town Council, and youth, and learn how government functions
as well as create and lead programs that appeal to high-school students.
To learn more about this program and to join, go to www.fh.az.gov/507/
Mayors-Youth-Council.

Community Center to Close
for Upgrades This Summer
After more than 20-years of active use by town residents, the Community Center is getting a well-deserved facelift. Starting June 28, 2021,
through September 6, 2021, the Community Center will be closed to all
guests for remodeling.
The remodel includes:
• Painting the complete interior and remodeling the restrooms.
• Installing new flooring throughout the building.
• Replacing and upgrading audio-visual equipment.
• Countertops in classrooms along with new furnishings and front desk.
• Improvements to the storm water drainage system at the front entrance.
In the fall of 2020, the exteriors of the Community Center, Town Hall and
Fountain Hills Library were repainted.
The Community Center remodeling will cost approximately $1,035,000
in total. Part of the funding comes from the Capital Improvement Program (CIP), and the remainder from the facilities replacement fund.

Town Council
Meetings
FOUNTAIN HILLS COUNCIL MEMBERS
Mayor Ginny Dickey

Best Places in Fountain Hills
for Stargazing
McDowell Mountain Regional Park – From Fountain Park, take N. Saguaro Blvd to Fountain Hills Blvd.
north, which turns into E. McDowell Mountain Road. In about 10 minutes you’ll be under a pitch dark
starry sky.

Vice Mayor David Spelich

Sunridge Canyon – From Fountain Park, take El Lago to Palisades Boulevard, then right on Golden
Eagle Boulevard. At Paradox Drive, turn right and drive to the dead end.

Councilmember Gerry Friedel

From this high point at more than 2500 feet, you’ll have a close, unobstructed view of the night skies.
Remember, the Town has the Dark Sky Designation, so use caution when driving around Fountain Hills’
hilly neighborhoods, you will notice how dark the streets are due to Dark Sky lighting restrictions.

Councilmember Mike Scharnow
Councilmember Sharron Grzybowski
Councilmember Peggy McMahon
Councilmember Alan Magazine

There are no streetlights, and lights on the homes are dark sky-friendly, with shields or covers that
minimize glare while reducing light trespass and skyglow. So be extra mindful at intersections and
stop signs.

RECENT TOWN COUNCIL ACTIONS
MARCH
•	Updates on actions proposed or
pending before State Legislature

•	Approved study for crosswalk at
intersection of Palisades and Eagle
Ridge Drive/Palomino
•	Approved expenditures for two
electric vehicle charging stations
(Rebates from SRP)
•	Reviewed Five-Year Capital
Improvement Program
APRIL

•	Recognized recipients of Fountain Hills
and Republic Services Community
Grant Program
•	Approved Desert Vista Crosswalk
Design Concept
•	Budget Workshops

•	Town of Fountain Hills Joins Arizona
Thrives
MAY

•	Contracts approved for Community
Center remodel project
•	Update on Fountain Lake repairs
•	Homelessness presentation by MAG
•	Approved contracts for new playground
equipment at Fountain Park

UPCOMING REGULAR 2021 MEETINGS
June 1 Regular Meeting

June 15 Regular Meeting
No Council or Commission meetings held July
except Planning and Zoning Commission.
All meetings may be watched live on Cox
Channel 11 and the Town’s YouTube Channel.
See the Council agenda at www.fh.az.gov/673/
Meeting-Agendas for more information on
how to participate and submit comment cards.
Council meets monthly on the 1st and 3rd
Tuesday at 5:30 p.m. Work Sessions are held the
2nd Tuesday of each month@5:30 p.m.
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Active Transportation Plan Set To Deliver
Though the pandemic put a pause on many events and activities in Fountain Hills in 2020, the work on
the Active Transportation Plan (ATP) moved forward. The Town of Fountain Hills ATP is the first active
transportation plan developed by and for the Town. The plan serves as the primary tool for designing and connecting safe, and comfortable facilities for bicyclists, pedestrians, and other non-motorized
modes within the Town. As the area continues to grow and new development comes to the Town, it is
important to have a clear vision for a transportation network that meets the needs of all users.
The ATP will assist the Town with long-term non-motorized transportation strategies designed to be
inclusive of other modes of transportation developed for all ages and abilities. Ultimately, the ATP is an
action plan that guides decisions and investments about when, where, why, and how to logically implement the active transportation options in the Town of Fountain Hills.

Homelessness and Panhandling is
Everybody’s Issue
Homelessness and panhandling is a national issue affecting every community in America, including the Town of Fountain Hills. Though these are not new issues in our communities, there is an
alarming rise in the number of people experiencing homelessness in our region due to higher eviction rates resulting from loss of employment and resources in the COVID-19 pandemic economy.
The Town of Fountain Hills participates in identifying ways to address homelessness and
panhandling on a regional basis through the Maricopa Association of Governments (MAG).
Through MAG, towns and cities work diligently to find meaningful and respectful solutions to this
epidemic. Learn more about programs being developed and implemented across our region at
their Homelessness webpage, www.azmag.gov/Programs/Homelessness. For more resources
and answers to your questions about homelessness and panhandling go to www.fh.az.gov/747/
Homelessness-Resources.
According to www.endhomelessness.org, seventeen out of every 10,000 people in the
United States were experiencing homelessness on a single night in January 2019 during
HUD’s Annual Point-in-Time Count (www.hudexchange.info). These 567,715 people represent a cross-section of America. They are associated with every region of the country, family
status, gender category, and racial/ethnic group.

www.fh.az.gov
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True Trailblazers
Hiking is popular in and around Fountain Hills, and many are familiar with all
that the Fountain Hills Preserve has to offer. With 824 acres of open space
along the eastern side of the McDowell Mountains, the preserve is adjacent
to the southern, western, and northern borders of the McDowell Sonoran
Preserve and Maricopa County’s McDowell Mountain Regional Park. The
Town has the right to brag about being one of the best places to live and
hike in Arizona.
It took over 25 years of negotiations and land acquisition to create the
McDowell Mountain Preserve and trails system. Today, the Sonoran Conservancy of Fountain Hills, a non-profit organization for the benefit of the Preserve, Botanical Gardens, and Lake Overlook Trail, oversee the maintenance
of the trail system and provide guided tours. The organization’s objective is
to support the Town’s operational and maintenance needs of the trail system.
Volunteers of the Conservancy, known as the Trailblazers, build and maintain
the hiking trails to benefit residents. Work can involve everything from brush
clipping to digging, chopping, and moving heavy rocks. Often there is a

In April, members of the Trailblazers worked several weekends to construct and complete the Lower
Ridgeline Trail. Trailblazers pictured l-r: Tom Bowmaster, Jason Becklund, Annie Protas, Steve Nurney,
Denny Johnson, John Thompson, Paul Staker, Mark Eckland, Bill Jaeger, and Scott Grysbowski.

group of more than 15 building new trails and maintaining existing ones. The
Trailblazers have saved the Town hundreds of thousands of dollars through
their hard work and dedication.
To learn more about the Conservancy and the Fountain Hills Preserve, visit
www.fh.az.gov/295/McDowell-Mountain-Preserve-Trails.

Electric Charging Stations
Need a little juice for your car but want to run some errands on the Avenue of the Fountains?
Perhaps you have a friend from out of town visiting, and they drive an electric car. Are you
set up at your home for them to charge their EV? Thanks to an enhanced rebate program
through the Salt River Project, where SRP covered most of the cost of installation, the
Town now has installed two dual-port electronic charging stations, one at Fountain Park
and the other at the Community Center. The EV stations are designed for two cars at a
time, and both are handicap-accessible. There is a two-hour time limit per car.
The Town owns the charging stations and will receive 90% of revenue from user fees
once these fees are established. In the meantime, users are able to charge their vehicles
for free.

Town of Fountain Hills Announced as Finalist for
the 2021 National Gold Medal Awards in Parks and
Recreation Management
Community Services Department to compete for prestigious honor in
the park and recreation industry
The American Academy for Park and Recreation Administration (AAPRA),
in partnership with the National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA),
announced that the Town of Fountain Hills is a finalist for the 2021 National
Gold Medal Awards for Excellence in Park and Recreation Management.
“It is a collaborative team approach with
our partners and staff to create programs
and services, and continually improve our
parks to meet the needs and desires of
our residents,” said Community Services
Director Rachael Goodwin.

Conference, which will be held virtually and in person September 21-23 in
Nashville, Tennessee. The presentation of both the Finalist and Grand Plaque
recipients is being finalized and details will be forthcoming.
For more information on the National Gold Medal Award Program and the
Town of Fountain Hills Community Services Department, visit www.fh.az.gov/
187/Community-Services.

Proposed playground
structures for Fountain Park.

Agencies are judged on their ability to
address the needs of those they serve
through the collective energies of community members, staff members and elected
officials. Fountain Hills joins three other
finalists in their class that will compete for
Grand Plaque which will be awarded in
September.
A panel of five highly qualified park and
recreation professionals will review and
judge all application materials. Judges are
chosen for their considerable experience
and knowledge in parks and recreation on
both the local and national levels.
This year’s finalists will compete for the
Grand Plaque Award honors this summer, and seven Grand Plaque recipients
will be announced during the 2021 NRPA
Fountain Hills INSIDER
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A Quick Look at the Town of Fountain Hills
Budget FY 21-22
The Town of Fountain Hills budget and financial policies are governed by
Arizona state law, the Town Code and generally accepted accounting standards. These laws and standards set budget calendar dates, provide for budget control, describe ways to amend the budget after adoption, and identify
appropriate methods for budgeting, accounting and reporting.

AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN:
Through the American Rescue Plan, the Town is projected to receive
$3,006,550 in both FY 22 and FY 23. As with the CARES Act funding, the
Town will use this allocation to pay Public Safety invoices (Rural Metro Fire
and Maricopa County Sheriffs Office).

A Balanced Budget is Required: Arizona law (Title 42 Arizona Revised
Statutes) requires the City Council to annually adopt a balanced budget
by purpose of public expense. State law defines this balanced budget as
“the primary property tax levy (not applicable in Fountain Hills), when added
together with all other available resources, must equal these expenditures.”

The savings to the General Fund by the ARP will be used for:
•	It is recommended that General Fund savings only be used for
one-time expenditures and not for on-going expenditures
•	Pandemic Related Community Assistance
•	Pandemic Related Town Uses (testing/vaccination sites, sanitizing
supplies and services)

General Fund Budget Overview: The General Fund supports core services
and is the largest fund with the greatest potential for revenue fluctuations.
Revenues from taxes, State-shared revenues, license and permit fees, and
charges for services provide the major resources to fund programs and services delivered by the Town.

• 	Major Infrastructure Projects (Fountain Lake Liner, Street Demo/
Reconstruction, Facilities Reserve)
The Town Budget for FY 21-22 is available for review at www.fh.az.gov

The Town delivers these core services:
Public Safety – Fire and Emergency Medical, Law Enforcement
Administration – Finance, Administrative Services, Information Technology,
Purchasing, Town Manager, Town Clerk, General Government, and Judicial
Public Works – Facilities, Engineering
Development Services – Building Safety, Planning & Zoning,
Code Enforcement, Mapping & Graphics
Community Services – Parks, Recreation, Senior Services,
Community Center, Tourism, Open Space and Trails
Capital Improvement Projects: Capital Improvement Projects are one-time
funding projects that allow the town to make improvements to facilities and
other major capital items, such as streets, drainage, and parks. The Town has
a total of 26 projects totaling $5,924,000 in the FY 21-22 CIP budget:
Drainage
$1,680,000
Streets		$1,249,000
Facilities
$615,000
Traffic		 $95,000
Parks
$2,285,000

Summer Events

SUMMER
GAMES
Come and beat the heat with us this summer at our Summer Games for all Ages! At

the Fountain Hills Community Center, come join us for a variety of board games,
Nintendo Switch, Just Dance, and Root Beer Floats! It is a great way to spend a Thursday
afternoon and a great way to have fun with your family for a couple of hours. Preregistration is required for each member of your family. Space is limited to the first
(25) registrations.
5727

Th

6/3

11:30 am – 1:00 pm

All Ages

Free

5728

Th

6/10

11:30 am – 1:00 pm

All Ages

Free

5729

Th

6/17

11:30 am – 1:00 pm

All Ages

Free

5730

Th

6/24

11:30 am – 1:00 pm

All Ages

Free

Location: Community Center

ARCHERY
IN THE PARK
Students will be taught the rules of the archery range, including safety at all times.

Archers will learn what equipment is being used and how to use it safely. Students
will observe the shooting &arrow retrieval process followed by practicing to shoot in
a safe and friendly environment. Fun games are played. This course is three individual
sessions of 1.5 hours each. Masks are required to have with you, but due to being outdoor and having plenty of space, if we are 6 feet apart, we can let down our masks.
Shades and misting fans are available to help offset the heat as needed. Contact Pamela
Van Why for questions, 602-881-8165. Register online at www.fh.az.gov/recreation,
or call 480-816-5100.

WACKY
WET WEDNESDAY
Come beat the heat with us at Four Peaks Park. This program is just a fun way to spend the late
morning. Come out and run through the sprinklers and get sprayed by Fountain Hills Fire Dept. Make
sure to wear your swimsuits and be ready to have a good time. Kona Ice will on hand selling yummy
shaved ice. Pre-registration is required and will be limited to the first (50) kids registered.

5734

W

6/16

11:00am – 12:30pm

All Ages

Free

5734

W

6/16

11:00am – 12:30pm

All Ages

Free

5735

W

7/14

11:00am – 12:30pm

All Ages

Free

5735

W

7/14

11:00am – 12:30pm

All Ages

Free

Instructor: Anchor Point Archery
Location: Four Peaks Park – North Field
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Location: Four Peaks Park

www.fh.az.gov
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FAQs on Dogs and Their Doo
Just how considerable are the risk and the problem? Imagine that there’s one dog for every ten
people, or about 10% of households have a dog.
In a medium-sized town of 100,000 people, that’s
10,000 dogs. Now imagine if NONE of those people picked up their dog’s waste. That’s 10,000 to
20,000 poops on the ground every day!
What’s the big deal about picking up dog waste?
A dog’s digestive system can handle just about
anything which often makes its poop very toxic. A
single dog will produce more bacteria in one day
than a person, a horse, and a cow combined. Not
only bacteria, but a dog’s stool is full of parasites
such as roundworms, hookworms, and whipworms.
These parasites are not just a danger to another
dog sniffing around, but we can catch these
“grossities,” too! It gets even better; E. coli, salmonella, and Campylobacteriosis are no fun and can
also be transmitted to humans.
Dog poo is a natural thing.
Won’t dog poo turn into soil?
Picking up your dog’s waste isn’t just common
courtesy. It’s a health imperative. Picking up after

your dog helps reduce the likelihood of its fecal
bacteria ending up in an increasingly contaminated water supply. When it rains, the water will
break down the fecal matter, but it will also run
downhill to the nearest creek, river, or lake. The
nitrogen content in your dog’s waste will deplete
the oxygen in the water system, which leads to
algae blooms. Remember those pesky parasites
and bacteria mentioned above? They will eventually get into the water supply we depend on for
drinking. Just think of that pile you left at the park
the next time you drink a glass of water.
So no toilet. I have bags!
Most of us tend to forget that it isn’t gone when
something is thrown into the trash. The same is
true for the bags you use to pick up your dog’s
waste – they don’t disappear just because you’ve
tossed them. Plastic bags can take 500 or more
years to degrade in a landfill, if ever. Hundreds of
thousands of marine animals are killed annually by
plastic bags, too.
There are actual biodegradable dog waste bags
on the market. Most of these bags will decompose

YOUR DOG
DID THEIR JOB.
NOW, DO YOURS.

within 45 days and are made from recyclable materials, too. They are a win-win for our environment!
If you are looking for a fertilizer for your lawn and
plants, you could always compost your dog’s
waste. Dog waste is not a good fertilizer for any
edible plant, but it’s great for everything else.
Of course, flushing your pooch’s poo is an excellent choice.

New Park Equipment
After many years of continuous use and exposure to the elements, it’s time to replace play structures. At Fountain Park,
the 2-5 year old playground was replaced in May. Later this
summer, the playground for older children at Fountain Park
will be replaced. One of the items being installed is one of
the largest climbing structures in the country.

Barrett-Jackson Road Tour
Stops in Fountain Hills
On May 13, Fountain Hills welcomed 30 vehicles on a parade through
the Town that ended at Fountain Park. The event was part of the Barrett-Jackson Road Tour in which the car owners traveled from Scottsdale to Tacoma, WA on a eight-day road trip, stopping at famous
landmarks and other destinations of interest along the way.
Guests were greeted at Fountain Park by Vice Mayor David Spelich,
Peter Volny, the founder of the annual Concours in the Hills event, and
Betsy LaVoie, President/CEO of the Fountain Hills Chamber of Commerce. Following a short welcome event at the park, participants dined
at the local restaurant of their choice before continuing on their drive
to northern Arizona.
Video of the Fountain Hills stop can be viewed at www.barrettjacksonroadtours.com.

Fountain Hills INSIDER

Town Opening Up
For Events

The global Covid-19 pandemic has forced many communities to shutter
events and activities, including Fountain Hills. Starting in April, the Town
began to open back up for community gatherings. The famous Fountain
Festival of Arts and Crafts, typically held in February, was moved later
in the spring. The Fountain Hills Chamber of Commerce’s annual event
drew tens of thousands to the Avenue of the Fountains over April 10-12.
That same weekend, Music Fest returned to Fountain Park. The festival
was postponed in 2020 but was back more significant than ever this
year. Four bands entertained one of the largest crowds ever to attend
this event. Concert on the Avenues attracted music fans to enjoy the
cool spring nights of Fountain Hills.

www.fh.az.gov
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Does the CodeRED system already have my telephone number, or do
I need to sign up to receive CodeRED notifications?

Most people understand that when they have an emergency and they need
assistance, they pick up their phone and dial 911. But what if there is a situation that affects your neighborhood, and the Fire Department, or Law
Enforcement needs to contact you?
CodeRED is a FREE emergency notification service provided to all residents
within Town of Fountain Hills that will notify you of emergency information
through phone calls, text messages, emails, social media and the CodeRED
Mobile Alert app. The system will be used to keep you informed of local
events that may immediately impact your safety. As a local resident, the Town
of Fountain Hills encourages you to take action and register for this service
and verify your home location during the enrollment process so you receive
accurate notifications that directly impact your home or business.
CodeRED FAQ?
CodeRED is an emergency notification service that allows emergency officials
to notify residents and businesses by telephone, cell phone, text message,
email and social media regarding time-sensitive general and emergency
notifications. Only authorized officials have access to the CodeRED system.
Does the CodeRED system replace other systems that have been used
to provide time-sensitive information to residents?
This system is an enhancement to existing means of communication and is
meant to supplement current or past systems used for mass notification.

The CodeRED database contains information received from public databases,
including regional phonebooks. However, no resident should assume that
their information is in the system. The home page of the Town of Fountain
Hills website, www.fh.az.gov, has a link to the CodeRED Community Notification Enrollment page where you can register online. If you cannot register
online, you can call 480-816-5100 and speak with one of their customer service representatives to complete your registration over the telephone.
Is my personal information protected?
CodeRED is a service of Emergency Communications Network which takes
security and privacy concerns very seriously. They will not sell, trade, lease or
loan any data citizen supplied data to third parties.
How will I recognize a CodeRED message?
A CodeRED Emergency message will have a caller ID of 866-419-5000. A
CodeRED General message will have a caller ID 855-969-4636. We suggest
you program both numbers in your cell phone as a “new contact” and use
“CodeRED Emergency” and “CodeRED General” as the contact name. If you
need to replay the emergency notification message again, simply dial the
number and you will be able to hear the message again.
What should I do if I receive a CodeRED message?
Listen carefully to the entire message. You will have the option to repeat
the message by pressing any key. Do not call 911 for further information
unless directed to do so or if you need immediate aid from the Police or Fire
department.

Protect Yourself from Wildfires
Remember READY, SET, GO for Evacuations
Long and short term drought, dry vegetation, and unpredictable fire behavior, along with increased human activity, combine for a potentially active fire
year. Stay informed on current and predicted conditions in your community, and when you are enjoying the outdoors. During any incident that may
require you to evacuate, we want you to remember three things:
READY: Long before an emergency starts, you want to be prepared. Being
READY means that you have an emergency plan created and a Go Bag
packed.
SET: When the emergency starts, know there is significant danger in your
area. You need to be prepared to evacuate the area. Being SET mean that
you put your go bag by the door, you gather your family and pets, including
livestock, and be poised to leave as soon as possible. Stay aware of the latest
news and information from public safety and public health officials.
GO: Once you receive a notification to evacuate, GO as soon as possible.
Take your pets and livestock with you. Follow instructions from emergency
personnel, stay on designated evacuation routes and avoid closed areas.
Remember the 5 P’s of evacuations:

• 	People/Pets including
livestock and supplies
• 	Prescriptions including
medications, medical
equipment, power
cords and batteries
• 	Papers including
important documents
and contact information written down
• 	Personal needs including food, water, toiletries, cash, first aid kit, and
supplies for children and those with access and functional needs.
• 	Priceless items including photos and irreplaceable items.

REPORT ALL WILDFIRES TO 9-1-1
For more information visit: ready.maricopa.gov/wildfires

Keeping Washes Cleared Helps Prevent Flooding
There have been concerns about potential wildfires and overgrown washes in Fountain Hills. The
wash maintenance program is not intended to “Beautify the Washes.” Still, instead, it is designed
to maintain the main wash channels or flow lines. Fountain Hills, as the name suggests, is nestled at
the base of the McDowell Mountains. When it rains, the water naturally flows downhill. The washes
are natural channels to funnel water safely away from homes and buildings. The wash maintenance
program is on a rotating four (4) year cycle. With regular cleaning and pruning, storm water will
flow with less obstruction, thus eliminating potential blockages, which may cause potential flooding issues. Town contractors remove non-native vegetation. Low-hanging trees are skirted up, so
brush or debris pass by freely during this time. Vegetation found on wash embankments is left
natural unless a danger presents itself. Such as a fallen tree blocking the main wash channel.
If a brush fire occurs in one of our washes, it will most likely stay in the drainage system. The Town
encourages residents to maintain up to 30’ around their property, which is referenced in the Town’s
Municipal Code, to help with fire prevention.
Help prevent wildfires and be Fire Wise.
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Don’t Feed the Animals
You can help reduce wildlife conflicts with people by not feeding wildlife near human
populations and in parks. Animal experts and public safety are often asked to assist
with wildlife that people have accidentally or intentionally fed, that are now causing
damage to yards or are a threat to humans.

WHO DO I CALL?
THREAT TO LIFE OR PUBLIC SAFETY EMERGENCIES – Call 911
Town Hall – (480) 816-5100 (Monday – Thursday)
Town Website – www.fh.az.gov

• Human food is not healthy for wild animals, and they do not need food from
humans to survive. Wild animals have specialized diets, and they can become
malnourished or die if fed the wrong foods.

Community Center – (480) 816-5200

• Feeding leads to public health concerns. Too many animals in one place increase
the chance of disease transmission to people and among other wildlife.

Community Services – (480) 816-5100

Activity Center – (480) 816-5226

• Animals accustomed to people often lose their fear of people and can become
aggressive. Those that become too aggressive may have to be destroyed to
protect people and property.

Public Library – (602) 652-3000
Sheriff’s Dispatch – (602) 876-1011 Call 911 for Emergencies
Fountain Hills Fire Department – Station 1 – 480-837-9820;
Station 2 – 480-837-0804; Call 911 for Emergencies
Fountain Hills School District – (480) 664-5000

Learn more about the do’s and don’ts of enjoying wildlife at www.azgfd.com/
wildlife/livingwith.

Fountain Hills Municipal Court – (480) 816-5103

Century Link – Residential customers, (866) 642-0444;
Business customers, (877) 744-4416
Cox Communications – (602) 277-1000
EPCOR Water – (480) 837-9522
Republic Services – (Garbage removal) (602) 237-2078
Salt River Project – (Electric utility)
General information, (602) 236-8888;
emergency (24 hours), (602) 236-8811

Fountain Hills Sanitary District – (480) 837-9444
Maricopa County Animal Control – (602) 506-7387
Code Enforcement Hotline – (480) 816-5193

Summers are Hot,
and so are the Scams
Scams targeting older adults are
all too common in today’s world.
Many scammers think of seniors
as prime targets because of their
retirement savings or because they
may live alone. There are also many
outdated and inaccurate stereotypes about older adults that make
them popular targets.
Luckily, there are plenty of ways to stay ahead of the fraudsters and avoid getting scammed. Here are a few of tips to
keep yourself protected:
Phone Calls
• Never give out or “verify” your personal information such
as social security number, bank account numbers, passwords, or other identifying information over the phone.
• If a caller asks you to wire money or pay with a gift card,
hang up and report the scammer right away. A bank or
government agency will not ask you to pay with a gift card.
Banking
• Contact your bank and ask them to report any unauthorized
or suspicious automatic withdrawals from your account.
• Don’t trust the appearance of checks or money orders you
receive in the mail, they can be made to look legitimate
and official.

FOURTH AT THE FOUNTAIN
2021
PUT ON YOUR RED, WHITE AND BLUE AND JOIN
FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS AT FOUNTAIN PARK ON
SUNDAY, JULY 4, 2021, TO CELEBRATE
INDEPENDENCE DAY IN FOUNTAIN HILLS AT OUR
FOURTH AT THE FOUNTAIN CELEBRATION!

ROCK LOBSTER
7:30-9:00PM
FIREWORKS
9:00PM

The festivities will kick off at 7:00pm with music, food
trucks, and prizes. This year we will have Rock Lobster
performing live from 7:30-9:00pm. Enjoy the concert
and dance to 80's music.
The Fourth at the Fountain program will conclude with a
majestic fireworks display at 9:00pm over the park’s
picturesque Fountain Lake.

FOOD TRUCKS
7:00-9:30PM

Food trucks will be on-site to provide a variety of
dining options and frozen treats to cool you off!

MERCHANDISE
7:00-9:00PM

New July 4th T-shirts & glow products for sale at the
Town tent.

• Don’t wire money to people or companies you don’t know
and don’t deposit checks or money orders you receive in
the mail.

REMINDERS

Investments
• Don’t get involved in a business that makes you recruit
other participants and ask you to purchase a large number
of products.

INFORMATION

Bring your lawn chair & blanket.
Social distancing is encouraged.
No glass, alcohol, or smoking in the parks.
Pets are discouraged.
experiencefountainhills.org

How to Report
Scams and Frauds – Submit a complaint with the Arizona
Attorney General’s Office online at AZAG.gov/complaints/
consumer and the Federal Trade Commission (FTC) at
FTCComplaintAssistant.gov or call 1-877-382-4357
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State
Forty
Eight FOUNTAIN
Shirts
HILLS
Now
Available
in Blue!

Insider

Need a Fountain Hills State Forty Eight shirt for all seasons? Our classic
design is now available in Heather Blue. It’s the perfect shirt for showing off your Fountain Hills pride all summer long. Get yours at Town Hall
today for $25.

